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o Q January 11, 1901 

Cultural characteristics. 

Ordinary bouillon. — The colon bacillus renders the medium uniformly 
turbid, thickens it considerably, and gives it a gluish, gelatinous 
appearance. Sometimes, also, there is a superficial pellicle. 

The typhoid bacillus produces a uniform turbidity. On shaking 
there is seen the play of colors characteristic of motile organisms. 
Upon the surface of the bouillon there is a pellicle, ordinarily thin, 
sometimes, however, quite thick. 

Agar-agar slants. — The growth is rather sparse for both organisms ; 
more abundant however for the typhoid than for the colon. It must be 
stated that the colon bacilli which give a pellicle in bouillon grow only 
upon the needle streak, while the bacilli which do not produce the pel- 
licle in bouillon, give little or no growth along the streak of the needle. 
If we bear in mind that we almost always actively shake the flask before 
planting the plates, we arrive at a possible explanation of this singular 
peculiarity. The colon bacilli coming from the bottom of the flask 
render the bouillon turbid, but do not grow when planted along a streak 
on agar. The colon bacilli coming from the surface, give a pellicle in 
bouillon and grow well in streak on inclined agar-agar. 

Gelatin. — Planted in tubes both organisms present a like appearance. 

Characteristics of colonies on plates. 

A. Typhoid bacillus. — Superficial colonies, as we have shown in the 
first part of our work, are excessively rare. We only, therefore, exam- 
ine the deep colonies. These are small and bluish white. 

B. Colon bacillus. — The colonies are either superficial or deep. The 
superficial are diffuse or globular ; the deep are quite large, of a yellow 
brown color, or else are punctiform and bluish. Further details would 
be useless, as the most perfect description is not equal in value to the 
observation which anyone may make for himself. 

Before leaving this subject of cultural characteristics we wish to draw 
particular attention to the two following points : 

First. Colon and typhoid bacilli thus deprived of their characteris- 
tics by symbiosis at room temperature (from July 7 to October 29), no 
longer grow at a temperature of 37° O, and do not render bouillon tur- 
bid. On the contrary they grow energetically between 25° and 30° C. 

Second. After a certain number of replantings on agar slants or in 
bouillon, even very much attenuated colon and typhoid bacilli regain 
their vitality, but never recover their distinctive properties (gas, indol, 
agglutination). 

Bacteriologists are unanimous in agreeing that morphological and 
cultural characteristics are too indefinite to serve as a basis of dif- 
ferentiation between the typhoid and colon organism ; is it therefore 
reasonable to ask it when it is a question of determining differences be- 
tween organisms deprived of their specific characteristics! 

If we judge, on the one hand, that Experiments VII and VIII have 



